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A message from Nickie Aiken  
After an incredibly challenging 2021, I’m hoping 2022, once we’ve tackled 
the Omicron variant, will bring back the green shoots of optimism we were 
slowly beginning to see.

It is an honour to represent you in Parliament and, as we welcome in 2022, 
I’m looking to my positive priorities for the year and what I hope to achieve. 

This year, I’m learning British Sign Language, and I hope to raise awareness for 
greater equality for deaf and hard of hearing people.

I’m also continuing my campaigns to improve the lives of local people, including 
seeking to introduce legislation to ensure e-scooters are driven safely, raising the 
standard for bereavement services during the tragic loss of a baby, rebuilding 
our economy post-COVID and bringing people back into central London, and 
finally getting my Pedicab legislation through 
Parliament.

2022 will be another year like no other and I hope 
to meet you on my travels around the Two Cities. 
If you spot me, please do come and say hello!

Out with children from St Barnabas 
and St Peter’s Eaton Square Primary 
Schools at the Belgravia Forest School.

Brilliant to be back at the Barbican 
Wildlife Garden with Jo and Ruth from 
the Barbican Wildlife Group.

Good to visit and speak with 
Year 5 pupils at St Vincent 
de Paul Primary School.

Images taken in 
accordance with COVID 
restrictions at the time.

Incredible to see the work at 
Soho Fire Station with Borough 
Commander, Rodney Vitalis, and 
Soho Station Manager, Jon Singleton.



VICTORY FOR NEWBORN BABY SCREENING
Following my campaign to overhaul the UK’s newborn baby screening 
programme with Westminster-based charity, ArchAngel MLD Trust, the Chancellor 
announced in his Autumn Budget, Generation Genome; a pioneering newborn 
screening programme which will detect over 200 rare diseases in our newborn 
babies. An incredible boost to our current programme which only tests for 9! 
Learn more at nickie.news/SR21 n

Improving air quality 
at Marylebone Station
Working with the Marylebone Society, local people, businesses and Westminster 
City Councillors, I’ve lobbied the Government to improve air quality around 
Marylebone Station which is currently London’s last diesel-only station. The 
Government has placed conditions on the new Chiltern Railways franchise which 
will reduce their reliance on diesel trains and move to more environmentally 
friendly hybrid trains. Find out more at nickie.news/MAQ n



TRANSFORMING OUR HEALTH STRATEGY 
Ahead of the upcoming Women’s 
Healthy Strategy, I’m lobbying 
Ministers and colleagues to 
enhance services for baby loss and 
bereavement. Our bereavement 
midwives do an incredible job during 
the tragic loss of a child. I’ve been 
working with Jane Scott and Lauren 
Petrie, Bereavement Midwives at St 
Mary’s Hospital in Paddington, as 
well as Maria Caulfield MP, Minister 
for Patient Safety and Primary Care, 
to raise the standard when it comes 
to baby loss bereavement and 
awareness. Over recent years, St. 

Mary’s Hospital has transformed their 
maternity ward so that anyone going 
through the devastating loss of a child 
will have the support and privacy 
they need. I’m working to get their 
transformation rolled out nationwide 
and included in the Women’s Health 
Strategy. n

Joined by Maria Caulfield MP, Minister for Patient Safety and 
Primary Care, on a visit to St Mary’s Hospital, Paddington, to 
see the outstanding work of Jane Scott and Lauren Petrie.

I’ve raised local health concerns directly 
with the Health Secretary, Sajid Javid MP.



E-scooter safety continues to be 
an issue of significant concern to 
many across the Two Cities.

WORKING ON E-SCOOTER SAFETY
E-scooter safety continues to be an 
issue of significant concern to many 
across the Two Cities. Critically, 
privately-owned e-scooters 
are illegal on public roads and 
pavements. I believe shops must do 
more to make customers aware of 
this. The only e-scooters permitted 
are those you can rent on the street 
which are part of the Government-
backed pilot schemes.

Whilst they are a clean and green 
transport of the future, we must 
ensure they are safe for road users 
and pedestrians alike. We cannot 
have them on the pavements or 
travelling at speed, weaving in and 
out between pedestrians. 

I have heard from people how frightening 
and disorientating it can be, particularly 
for the hard of hearing, blind, partially 
sighted and the elderly. 

E-scooters are so quiet that many of us 
are often not aware of their presence until 
it is right up next to us as we feel the draft 
of wind as an e-scooter rider passes by.

I’m working with the Guide Dogs Charity 
to ensure we get this legislation right and 
we must ensure our pavements remain 
safe for everyone. E-scooters must be 
properly regulated.

I’ve raised your concerns directly with 
the Transport Minister, Trudy Harrison MP. 
Find out more and back my campaign at 
nickie.news/EScooters n



PROGRESSING WITH MY PEDICABS BILL  
I brought my Pedicabs (London) Bill 
back to Parliament and whilst, due 
to Parliamentary procedure, I was 
sadly not able to progress my Bill 
through its Second Reading in 2021,  
I have not given up! My Bill will 
return again in 2022.

As before, I am determined we give 
Transport for London the powers to 
regulate pedicabs to make sure they 

are safe and their fares are reasonable 
and consistent, so that rogue operators 
no longer present a threat to residents 
and businesses in London.

No matter what happens, there are 
a number of avenues I am exploring, 
and I am proud to have received the 
Government’s support for legislation. 
Show your support for the Bill at 
nickie.news/Pedicabs n

I’ve discussed my Pedicabs Bill directly with 
Government Ministers, including Baroness 
Vere, Minister for Transport, and I’m 
pleased to have the Government’s support.



Supporting the most 
vulnerable in our society  
For more than a decade, I’ve been 
campaigning to improve services and 
resources for rough sleepers and do all 
we can to end rough sleeping for good. 
Since entering Parliament, I have joined 
forces with St Mungo’s, The Passage 
and Crisis to repeal the Vagrancy Act 
(1824) which currently criminalises, 
instead of supports, rough sleepers.

The Vagrancy Act is unfit for purpose 
and I’ve lobbied the new Secretary of 
State for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities, Michael Gove 
MP, to push my campaign to 
repeal the Act. I am making the 
case for an approach which 
places the preservation of life at 
its core, ensuring mental health 
and addiction services play 
a much stronger role to help 
rough sleepers off the streets. 
A bed is one thing but without 
addressing the reasons why 
people are on the streets all 
we offer is a revolving door for 
those who cannot cope without 
proper help. I am pleased to 
report back, that, thanks to 
your support, my calls are 
being listened to and I hope to 
have good news over the next 
year. If you haven’t already, 
please back my campaign at  
nickie.news/VagrancyAct

I also welcome the Government’s 
commitment to £640 million of new 
money in the Autumn Budget, and I’m 
continuing to campaign to ensure we 
receive our fair share in the Cities of 
London & Westminster. 

I am proud of how Westminster City 
Council continues to lead the way, 
ensuring there are outreach workers 
out every night of the year helping 
those on the street. n

Good to be joined by 
Eddie Hughes MP, Minister 
for Rough Sleeping 
and Housing, on an 
evening shift with Petra 
Salva, Director of Rough 
Sleeping at St. Mungo’s.



Two Cities Photography Competition  
Thank you to everyone who took part in my first Two Cities Photography 
Competition! Over 230 people from across the Two Cities took part. It was great 
to take in our neighbourhoods through your eyes, and I loved seeing every single 
photo. Below are the winning entries for 2021. Keep an eye on my website for more 
information as my competition returns in the summer! nickie.news/SummerSnaps

Tackling Short-Lets 
Short-lets on platforms such as AirBnB 
and Booking.com can cause significant 
problems for local people with visitors 
arriving at all times of the day and 
night, causing unwanted disturbances in 
residential buildings. Too many flats have 
been turned into short-lets rather than 
longer tenancies, resulting in a rental 
supply problem, and hiking up rents.  

I am campaigning for a registration 
scheme so we know which properties 
are short-let and enable local authorities 
to hold landlords to account should any 
problems arise. Critically, a registration 
scheme will ensure the current short-term 
let limit of 90 nights in London is enforced.

I am pleased AirBnB are leading their 
industry on the implementation of a 
registration scheme and took my views on 
board in the White Paper they published 
recently. I hope other letting companies 
will follow AirBnB’s lead.

I have also spoken to Minister for Tourism, 
Nigel Huddleston MP, to urge him to 
consider introducing such a scheme. I will 
continue to push for progress with the 
Tourist Accommodation Registration 
Scheme this year and I will keep you 
updated. Back my campaign at 
nickie.news/ShortLets n

I spoke to local people in 
the Hyde Park Estate over 
their concerns for short-lets.



Helicopter menace  
I know how frustrating idling helicopters 
have been for us above the Two Cities, 
especially during the two-week protests 
by Extinction Rebellion last summer. I 
have met with the Home Secretary, the 
Policing Minister and Senior Met Officers 
repeatedly over the past 24 months 
to urge the use of drones rather than 
environmentally unfriendly and intrusive 
helicopters.

I support the right to peaceful protest, 
and in a question to Victoria Atkins MP, 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for the Home Office, I emphasised the 

human rights of protestors and the need 
to balance the rights of residents who 
endure noise and the loss of amenity due 
to the 500+ protests across the Two Cities 
each year. Sadly, the type of protests we 
are experiencing means the police have to 
rely on helicopters to source intelligence 
on protester activity. During my most 
recent meeting with the Met Police Deputy 
Commissioner, Sir Stephen House, I was 
assured by the Met it is progressing with 
drone technology, and I hope to have 
good news soon. Back my campaign, and 
ensure your voice is heard at nickie.news/
HelicopterNoise n

Two Cities Photography Competition  



Standing up for Leaseholders   
I welcome the Government’s recent 
announcement which has heeded my 
calls to ensure those who bought their 
homes in good faith no longer have the 
financial burden of fixing dangerous 
cladding and instead makes 
developers pay.

There are also plans to introduce new 
laws to reform leasehold tenure 
and make buying or extending lease 
agreements easier, faster, fairer and 
cheaper. 

I think it is essential to give 
leaseholders greater control over their 
leases and make it easier to acquire 
freeholds and the Right to Manage. I also 
welcome proposals for a Renters’ Reform 
Bill, which will improve security for tenants 
while protecting a landlord’s right and 
ability to remove problematic occupants.

Whilst sitting on the Committee for the 
Leasehold Reform (Ground Rent) Bill, 
I studied the Government’s proposals 
and spoke out to ensure leaseholders 
of new developments in the Two Cities 
have robust safeguards in ground rents. 
I will continue to lobby to bring in 
protections for all leaseholders.

I have also met a number of local 
people living in the cladding nightmare, 
and I am pleased to have good 
news on the dreaded External Wall 
System (EWS) forms which will see an 
indemnity scheme for building assessors 
introduced, and assessors given greater 
confidence to exercise professional 
judgement.

Show your support for leaseholder 
reform at nickie.news/
LeaseholderRights n

Securing girls’ education 
in developing countries   
Securing girls’ education to at least 
12 years old in developing countries 
is a particular interest of mine. 

I have spoken several times in the 
Commons on this subject. I continue to 
call on the Government to meet its target 
of 40 million more girls in school. 

I am working with NGOs and charities to 
highlight how girls’ education provides 
health, economic and societal benefits. 

I have 
also met 
with the 
International Development Minister 
twice to raise my concerns, and those 
of people living in the Two Cities, about 
the reduction by 0.2% in the aid budget.  
If you believe that girls in developing 
countries should be given more help to 
secure their future, show your support at  
nickie.news/GirlsEducation n



Ensuring local people 
have a say on planning   
On planning reforms, the Government 
announced its intentions in the Planning 
for the Future White Paper last year. 
I welcome aspects of the planning 
reform proposals, including greater use 
of technology, reducing bureaucracy 
and giving local people an earlier 
say in what is appropriate locally. I 
am, however, firm in my belief that 
local people and councillors must be 
engaged throughout the whole process. 
I’ve been working in partnership with 
amenity societies, residents’ groups 
and Westminster City Council to 
call specifically for greater public 
engagement, digital engagement (but 
not the use of algorithms) and a building 
on time clause. 

I have also spoken with the Barbican 
Association and City of London 
Corporation about Section 618 of the 
Housing Act. The clause bars City of 
London Councillors from speaking or 
voting on issues that affect the areas 
they represent if they rent a home from 
the Court of the Common Council, part of 
the Corporation of London. I believe that 
this antiquated law puts City of London 
residents at a disadvantage compared 
to residents in any other local authority. 
I am actively lobbying Ministers to 
consider changes that will allow City 
of London Councillors to speak up in 
relevant meetings and committees.

If you agree with me, let me know at 
nickie.news/PlanningReforms n



Supporting Caxton Youth Organisation  
Thank you to everyone who supported 
my 10for10 Challenge this year. 
Together we raised an incredible 
£5,691.25 for Caxton Youth 
Organisation.

Caxton is a brilliant organisation 
and is Westminster’s only Youth Club 
exclusively for young people with 

learning difficulties, providing facilities 
for recreation and informal education.  

As part of the 10for10 Challenge,  
I undertook ten 10,000 step walks, and 
visited all four corners of the Two Cities. 
With your support, the money has gone 
to Caxton to continue their outstanding 
work and activities. Thank you! n



Share your online safety experiences   
Life on the internet should mirror what 
is and what is not acceptable offline. 
Our digital safety is just as important as 
our physical safety.

It is staggering that a third of all crime 
in England and Wales is now fraud. 
Action Fraud, based in the Cities of 
London & Westminster, believes that 
85% of all scams rely on the internet. 

I am campaigning to ensure online 
fraud is included as a priority harm 
in the Online Safety Bill, meaning that 
companies would have to be proactive 
in taking down fraudulent content, 
specifically advertising. Following my 

extensive lobbying, I’m proud that the 
Committee considering the draft Bill 
included my calls for an Online Fraud 
amendment, and I’m now building the 
case to ensure the Government accepts 
my arguments and the amendment.

If you receive suspicious scam texts 
please forward them to 7726 or 
forward dubious emails to 
report@phishing.gov.uk. 

I want to hear from you about the 
fraudulent or scam activity you have 
encountered whilst online. Share your 
experiences, and tell me your views at 
nickie.news/OnlineSafetyBill n 

I hosted an Age UK meeting at 
the Barbican Library to hear more 
about online safety experiences.



Backing our Two Cities Businesses
The Two Cities is home to the most 
amazing array of small shops, 
restaurants, cafés, bars and other 
businesses. Many have faced a 
tough time throughout the pandemic 
and I have continued to lobby the 
Chancellor, Rishi Sunak MP, to provide 
more practical and financial support 
particularly around business rate relief 
and VAT reductions. 

Thank you for supporting the small 
businesses in your neighbourhood.  
It has been a pleasure to meet so many 
local business people over the past 
year and I look forward to visiting many 
more over the coming 12 months. 

Let me know if you have a favourite 
local business you think I should visit at 
nickie.news/TwoCitiesShops n

Paul Rothe & Son, Marylebone

Ben Venuti, Pimlico

Westminster Grocery, Vincent St Skewers, Victoria

Kall Kwik, City of London

Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

Rishi Sunak MP



Chess & Bridge, Baker St

Dovers Flowers, Pimlico

Jens Jakobsen Floral Construction, Victoria

The Mayfair Chippy, Mayfair Phil Parker Ltd, City of London

Green Valley, Marble Arch

Belgravia Books, Belgravia

London Chocolate, Connaught Village

Backing our Two Cities Businesses



A strong local voice 

for the Two Cities

address

Nickie Aiken MP, 
House of Commons, 
SW1A 0AA 
phone 020 7139 5125

website nickieaiken.org.uk 
email  nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk

twitter  facebook  instagram  youtube 
@TwoCitiesNickie

Sign up for my 
weekly e-newsletter!
Don’t forget to listen to my regular podcast,  

‘In Conversation with Nickie Aiken’ available 
on all your favourite platforms.
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n Ensuring your 
voice is heard in 
the mother of all 
Parliaments.

n Backing our 
businesses to 
rebuild after 
COVID. 

n Securing high-
skilled jobs for 
the Two Cities.

n Making the Two 
Cities a happier, 
healthier, safer 
and greener 
place to live.

My priorities for the coming year:


