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Planning Reforms – defending the rights of 
local people and councils to have the final say 
I’ve been working in partnership with amenity 
societies, residents’ groups and Westminster 
City Council to respond to the Government’s 
consultation on its Planning for the Future 
White Paper. 
Although I welcome aspects of the planning 
reform proposals, including greater use of 
technology, reducing bureaucracy and giving 
local people an earlier say in what is appropriate 
where locally. 
I maintain that local councillors and people 
should have influence throughout the process, 
from beginning to end. We also need more 
details on the conservation aspect of the 
reforms which currently seem a little vague. As 
the White Paper becomes the Bill, I will continue 
to campaign to ensure the new laws protect 
local democracy.

I’ve been working with Westminster City 
Council Leader Cllr Rachael Robathan, 
pictured above, on Planning Reform.
Visit www.nickie.news/Planning to show 
your support for reform.



Domestic abuse – 
protecting our children
During the pandemic, we have seen a rise in 
domestic abuse. The Government responded 
by putting more resources into services and 
encouraging victims to seek help. 
I was extremely proud to sit on the Domestic Abuse 
Bill Committee, where I was able to secure a vital 
amendment, to recognise children living in abusive 
households as victims too, even if not abused 
themselves.  
I know from those who grew up in such situations 

that this can have lifelong consequences. It is estimated that up to 30% of children in this country 
live in a household where abuse occurs. Now that the Domestic Abuse Act is law, children and 
adults alike will have better protection. Perpetrators will be held to account for their actions. I hope 
with my amendment, the cycle of abuse for children will be broken. If you’re affected by domestic 
abuse then find out where to get help at www.nickie.news/DASupport



Find out more about what Nickie is doing at www.nickieaiken.org.uk
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Securing girls’ education in 
developing countries

Tackling short-term lets
I know that lettings on platforms such as AirBnB can cause 
significant problems for local people. 
Visitors arriving at all times of the day and night cause noise, 
unpleasantness and leaving their rubbish on the pavement. 
Too many flats have been turned into short-term lets rather 
than longer tenancies of six, twelve months or more. This 
leads to a rental supply problem and increased rents. 
I have lobbied AirBnB to take an industry lead and have 
encouraged them to accept a registration scheme; provide 
local authorities with full disclosure of the properties in their 
area and enforce the 90-night rule. I’m delighted that they 
have accepted my arguments and have recently published a 
White Paper which you can find at nickie.news/whitepaper. 
I will now lobby Ministers to urge them to accept these 
recommendations and take a tougher line on landlords 
who choose to breach the rules. Show your support for my 
campaign to tackle short-lets at www.nickie.news/shortlets

Standing up for Leaseholders

Giving Our Most Vulnerable a Voice

Helicopter Menace  

I welcomed the announcement in the Queen’s Speech to introduce new laws to reform 
leasehold tenure and make buying or extending lease agreements easier, faster, fairer 
and cheaper. 
I think it is essential to give leaseholders greater control over their leases and make it 
easier to acquire freeholds and the Right to Manage. I also welcome the proposals for a 
Renters’ Reform Bill, which will improve security for tenants while protecting a landlord’s 
right and ability to remove problematic occupants. Show your support for leaseholder 
reform on my website at www.nickie.news/LeaseholderRights
I have also met a number of my constituents living in the cladding nightmare, have spoken 
about the issue in the Commons and met with Ministers to raise constituents’ concerns. 
Although, I welcome the Government’s package of financial support, I believe that those 
who bought their homes in good faith should not have to pay to remove unsafe cladding.

For more than ten years, I have worked to secure more services, resources, 
and powers to end rough sleeping. I’ve been making the case in Parliament 
since my election in 2019. Ending rough sleeping for good by 2024 is now a 
priority for the Government. 
I firmly believe that if the Government is to meet this laudable ambition, then 
repealing the Vagrancy Act (1824) and replacing it with a new approach to tackle 
the underlying causes of why people end up on the street in the 21st Century is 
key. 
The problem with the Act is that rather than seeking to help those on the street, 
it criminalises them. I’m delighted that in responding in the debate I secured 
on the repeal of the Act, the Minister confirmed that the Government is looking 
to conclude a review “at pace”. I am now working with the charities Crisis, St 
Mungo’s, The Passage and legal experts on proposals on what should replace 
the Act to ensure legislation addresses why people are on the street and provide 
the support required to end rough sleeping for good. Find out more and show 
your support for this change at www.nickie.news/VagrancyAct

Circling and idling helicopters continue to cause frustration for many. Complaints 
about helicopters being used to police protests fill my mailbag every time a 
demonstration takes place. I have met with the Home Secretary, the Policing Minister 
and Senior Met Officers repeatedly over the past 12 months to urge the use of drones 
rather than environmentally unfriendly and intrusive helicopters. 
I was invited to the Met’s public order training centre to see how advances in technology 
will resolve the issue and discussed the issue with the Commissioner and Deputy 
Commissioner during the visit. I will continue to lobby the Home Office to fund the 
necessary equipment. 
I also hope to persuade the Aviation Authority in London to do more to reduce helicopter 
traffic in central London, without affecting the right to lawful protest. 

Securing girls’ education to at least 12 in developing countries is 
a particular interest of mine. I have spoken several times in the 
Commons on this subject. 
I continue to call on the Government to meet its target of 40 million 
more girls in school. 
I am working with NGOs and charities to highlight how girls’ education 
provides health, economic and societal benefits. I have also met with 
the Minister twice to raise my concerns and those of people living in 
the Two Cities about the reduction by 0.2% in the aid budget. 
If you believe that girls in developing countries should be given more 
help to secure their future, fill in your details at www.nickie.news/
GirlsEducation

Pedicabs Bill
I am delighted to inform you that I have now re-introduced the 
Pedicabs (London) Bill in the form of a Presentation Bill. This Bill 
aims to set out the legislative framework through which pedicabs 
would be subject to a similar level of regulation as taxis and other 
private hire vehicles. 
I will be working with Government and meeting with the Department 
of Transport to discuss how I can best support this Bill’s passage 
through the House of Commons. 
As before, I am determined we give Transport for London the powers 
to regulate pedicabs to make sure they are safe, that their fares are 
reasonable and consistent, and that rogue operators can no longer 
present a threat to residents and businesses in London. Show your 
support for the Bill at www.nickie.news/Pedicabs

Meeting with Policing Minister Kit 
Malthouse MP and Met Police 
Commissioner Cressida Dick, to discuss the 
use of helicopters when policing protests. 
Irritated by helicopter noise? Let me know 
at www.nickie.news/HelicopterNoise
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If you wish to contact me please use the following details:
Office of Nickie Aiken MP, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA     020 7219 4553      
nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk      

A message from Nickie
Throughout the pandemic I have seen how across the Two 

Cities, people have come together to support each other. 
Whether it was joining Westminster Connects volunteer service 
or locals setting up the Square Mile Food Bank, during a very 
worrying time we have seen the very best of human nature and 
spirit thrive. It is an honour to represent you in Parliament.

I am aware of how badly the retail, hospitality and culture 
sectors have been affected. With the loss of the usual one million 
people coming into work and UK & international tourists not 
visiting central London, every day our businesses are taking a 
major hit. It is vital that we all support our local neighbourhood 
shops, restaurants, bars and cafés.  

As we begin to return to our usual way of life I plan to be 
out and about much more. I will be holding public meetings in 
Westminster and in the City as well as regular street surgeries 
across the constituency. 

I hope to meet you on my travels around the Two Cities. If 
you spot me, please do come and say hello. 

I wish you a happy and healthy summer.

Want to hear more 
from Nickie? 
Follow Nickie on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and 
YouTube @twocitiesnickie
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